Risk of suicide and SSRIs.
The controversy surrounding the use of Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs), in the treatment of depression and other psychiatric disorders in children and adolescents, has come to the forefront since the question of increased suicidal risk has been raised. There are limited research data available to thoroughly analyze the safety and efficacy of this class of medications in youths. In this article, we review the evidence available, the events that led to the black box warning, and the practical implications of the warning for providers, youth and families.